
                    AP ENVIRONMENTAL SUMMER ASSIGNMENT 2017 

Welcome to AP Environmental Science. This is a college level class which combines 

content area from biology, chemistry, physics, earth science, math, and social 

studies. You are expected to enter the class with an understanding of basic science 

and math concepts and skills. Please use this summer to review the following terms 

and concepts. Please pace yourself and do a little each week. DON’T WAIT UNTIL 

THE LAST MINUTE. Be prepared to take a quiz on these concepts and terms 

during the first week of school. The quiz will be part of your 1st quarter grade.  

Compare: 

organic vs. inorganic                     natural  vs. synthetic 

kinetic vs. potential                      aerobic vs. anaerobic 

rocks vs. minerals                         weather vs. climate 

photosynthesis vs. cellular respiration  (know the equations for each) 

Define: 

Law of conservation of matter 

1st law of thermodynamics 

2nd law of thermodynamics 

Radioactive decay 

Half life 

Entropy 

Organism 

Species 

Population 

Community 

Ecosystem 

Producer/autotrophs 

Consumers/heterotrophs 

Decomposers 

Gene 

Trait 

Chromosome 

Gene pool 



Mutation 

Natural selection 

Evolution 

Extinction 

Biodiversity 

Plate tectonics 

Weathering 

Atom 

Proton 

Neutron 

electron 

Molecule 

Compound 

Ion  

Isotope 

Chemical symbols for the following: 

Oxygen, hydrogen, nitrogen, carbon, phosphorus, sulfur, sodium, lead, mercury, 

chlorine, potassium, iron, uranium, arsenic, silver, gold, radon 

The chemical names for the following: 

CO2,                                CO                               CH4                                NH3 

 SO2,                                O2                                               O3,                                               NaCl 

C6H12O6,                                     PO4
3-                                     N0X                                              NO3- 

SCIENTIFIC NOTATION: convert the following numbers to scientific notation: 

1,000,000                   .00065                    45,000                     6,090,000 

Write the whole number from the scientific notation: 

6.7x104                   2.9x1012                  4.0x10-5                  1.05x10-2 

PREFIXES:define each of the following, give their equivalent in scientific notation 

Milli(m)       Centi(c)      Kilo(k)      Mega (M)     Giga (G)     Tera (T) 

I’m looking forward to meeting you all next fall. If you have questions concerning 

this assignment or general questions about the class, feel free to contact me at my 

summer email address. napleserica@yahoo.com or 239-404-5023 

Have a great summer!   Erica Szilagyi  AP Environmental Science BCHS 
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